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labours to be chiefly obſtructed or rande 
difficult by the inflexion of the os coccygis, a 


third blade was added for che purpoſe of 


raiſing the head of the child over that part. 


But thoſe who ſuppoſed difficulties to be oc- : = 


caſioned by the /acrum jetting, and of courſe 


projecting the head of the child over the m- 15 


ths of the ofa pubis, added a third blade for 


the purpoſe of bringing 1 the head ] 
projected, into a right line with the cavity of 75 
the petvis | before = — was made to ex- 


of 
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do the extremity of the blade; and, when pros 
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fn ld They were however 8 


: e ee, lefs cumberſome, and about : 
= rec _ Dr. William Smellie, who was 5 1 
17 oe as 2 a teacher of = - 


inte aer; aki Aa * of / forceps, more 
_ convenient einn | y before AM. 7. 
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one inch and five eighths, and this ere, 
declines towards the þ 
fame time. the fatacſs of the blade till it 


preſerving at the 


Qrugtion, eee de without difficulty, and 


to the 


nagement of every caſe in 


: Which the forceps ought to be uſed, £ Hays; | 


adapted the following rules to them. But if 


eee of any other kind ſhould be preferred, 


though the meitiviphea will hold good, the- 
rules muſt be varied, according to the diſere=. 
2 fo 


$BOTION W 


—— 


(GBNERAL OBSERVATIONS. 5 


11 1 has been long ; eftabliſhed as a . general, 


rule in this country, that the uſe of inſtru- 


ments of any kind ought. not to be allowed 
in the practice of midwifery from any mo- 


tives of eligibility. But when, from any 


cauſe, the parent becomes -unequal to the 


; e of the child, the affiftance of art, 
I by 


* 


# 
— : 
Fo ; 


& LE : 8 3ͤöCͤĩ7;ũ¹̃ ge 
tigable = eee b r ä wi ee 5 fk 0 
| afitance'the parent would'die undelivred,. 
and With her if 
1 alſo be inevitably: rc Vet it beh we 
perſon who may uſe a in 3 i 
_ tive of midwife Y, to be well convinced of 
4 this neceſſity before they are uſed, and to be 
8 extremely careful in their uſe; chat he does 5 
not create new evils, or aggravate thoſe 8 9 
which might be exiſting . But though it be _- i 
our duty to avoid the uſe. even of thoſe i in- 
ſtruments which are intended to be employed 
wWoithout injury either to the mother ieh 
it would, on the other hand, be abſurd to de- 
fer their uſe till the child were dead, and the 


mother reduced to a ſtate, not of apprehended, 
- but of real danger; or, which is worſe, that 
if ſhe ſhould ſurvive, her life would be ren- 
dered miſerable: from the conſequences of * -. 
miſchief done before the inſtruments were 
: uſed. 0 1:7 36 wy SL „ 1 , . 5 . | 
7 When it is e progs to dellter women 
With the forceps, the intention is, to ſi hs 5 
f by their means, the total want, or deficiency 
IP of the natural pains of labour \ in other words, 
1 to extract the head f a child which cannot 


5 f ' be 


e 3 as \ theſe th 


101 a | 
2 | tinge: mich any des- 
gree of vigour, there is always reaſon to hope 

that they will ultimately accompliſh the effect 
of expelling the child without any artificial 
aſſiſtance. We are moreovgt to recollect, 
that in labours of long continuance there will 
often be a temporary ceſſation of the pains, 
. without any apparent reaſon or alarming 
ſymptoms; but that ceſſation of the Fan 
5 which 1 is the conſequence of long continued, 
fruitleſs action, and of great debility, is to be 
cConſidered as the only PORES of the * 6 
5 of the forceps, > af: - 
Before the „ of 1 firſt dag 5 


2 labour, that is, before the os uteri be com- To 


_ pletely dilated, | and the membranes broken, 
the uſe of the forceps can never come under 
, contemplation, Becauſe the difficulties be- 
fore occurrin g, may depend upon cauſes 
which do not require their uſe; or, if required, 
they could not be applied with ſafety or pro- 
"YO before thoſe changes were made. 
Tphere is infinitely greater difficulty in de- 
"chin upon the ET and time when 
the forceps ou ght to be applied, than in ap- 
 phing or uſing them; but it is univerſally _ 
929 5 B 2 5 EET e 


"= K-«) 
_ eed, i that the lower the head of the child 
5. 71 „dhe ealier wil : 
in r 4 Gucceſaul. With a FL 
: ion, a practical rule has T 


EEE: ma + the head of a child. mall 5 I 
7. haverefted for fix hours, as low as the peri» | 
__—__  #ewum, that is in à ſituation which would allo? 

Wo their application, before the forceps are ap- 

plied, though the pains ſhould have ceaſed - 

Having that time. This, with other rules, was 

TD intended to p revent the raſh or unneceſfary uſe . 
bpHof the forceps, and certainly time is, in theſe | 
= | Eaſes, a very good corrector of practicſe. 8 

The forceps ought to be applied over the ears 

of the child, becauſe when thus placed, 8 

is the leaſt likelihood of doing injury to the 

child, and they enable us to act with the 

greateſt advantage and ſafety to the mother. 

| | It muſt therefore be improper to attempt to 

apply them before an ear can be felt, either 

= becauſe the head is too high to allow us th 
reach that part, or becauſe it is ſo cloſely, | 

ml - locked in the pelvis, that there is not uff 

i  Ccient room to paſs the finger for that pur- = 
_ Pole between the head of the child and the 
| coat if an car c of the child can be felt, the 


— 


bit when the queſtion, u whether they ou ant t to | 
be applied, « comes under conſideration, the cars 
are not turned to the ſides of the pebvis, but 0 
that ear which i 18 tq guide us will be found to- 

wards the pubes. However we are always to 
remember that the forceps. are not to be ap-: 
plied becauſe we have the power of uſing 
them, but becauſe the neceſſity of the caſe is 
ſuch as to require their uſe, But caſes ſome· 
times occur in practice in Which we may 
deſpair of the ability of the mother to expel 
the child; and which, though not ſuch as 
have been ſtated as ſuitable for the uſe of the 
Forceps, | become ſuitable, merely by waitin 

a certain number of hours, and a repetition 4 
the flight efforts of the parent. In that de- 
ſponding ſtate with which every tedious and 1 
difficult labour is accompanied, I have alſo . 
found the patient very much encouraged by 
having ſome diſtant time held up to — when 
ſhe ſhould be aſſiſted, if the labour were not 
before concluded: as this encourages her, by 
giving to Hep? imaginatics a period to her. ſuf- 
fering. | 

: Every change | in the poſition of ww head, 
and vey alteration 1 in the conſtruction of the 


B 6 ; Joop Ty 
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5 . 22 TS 
fra from, thoſe already tated, will require. 
ſome: difference in the manner of 2pplying: | 
and uſi ing them. But the preference, Which 


85 ought 1 in reaſon to be given, of one kind of 


Toe to another, is merely becauſe one in- 
ſtrument may be more handy and conve- 
nient than another: : for an intelligent and 
ſkilful man would be able to apply and. uſe 
_ thoſe of any form or ſize, in ſuch. a manner 
that they ſhould anſwer his purpoſe; 3 as an ex- 


pert ſurgeon would be able to amputate a limb. 5 


With a knife of any kind. No conſideration 
of advantage to be gained by inſtruments of 
any particular ſtructure ought to leſſen our 
attention, as the ſucceſs of every operation 


muſt neceſſarily depend upon the juſtneſs of 


the idea entertained of it in the mind of the 


perſon who may perform it, and the dexterity x 
with which t my inſtrument _ be 1 bY 


bis 8 

When we have e on uſing g . 
forceps according to the preceding obſerva- 
tions, corrected by our own judgment; and 


when we have repreſented our opinion, 9 


explained the reaſons for it to the friends of : 


the patient, as is cuſtomary in all other oper- 
| ws, 1 we e muſt N for this in the follow- 


* * 


Bron 


iy 


FE 15 23 by „ 
11 1 5 ing e patient is ; to. aki 5 
1 pon her left ſide, acroſs: nod bed on which 
e h al h: her Kees rawn up“ to the 
abahmen, and a pillow 3 between them, 5 
g very near to the edge of the bed; that We 
15 may be able to reach the patient with all con- 
venience, and poſſeſs the free and/1 uninter- | 
rupted uſe of our own hands. The inſtru- 
ments, being warmed i in water, and ſmeared 
i with ſome unctuous application, are to be {fo 8 
„ placed that they can be readily taken hold of : 
by, es or Wee to us We an W. 
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ox THE APPLICATION. oF THE 'FORCEPS, 


* > Ws |. 
1 4 1 0 « % 2 2 
3 b wa dt g * i x. 4 . N 4 * El 


ak rſt 108. | of e bn A 
5 ailing: the fore-finger of the right hand be- 
tween the of/a pubis and the head of the child 
to the car; then taking the part of the forceps 
do be firſt introduced, by the handle, i in the left 
nad, the point of the blade is to be ſlowly | 
cConducted between the head of the child and 
the fin ger, till _m inſtrument touches the ear. 
. Tee 


| inthe point of the blade cloſe to the h 
= Aae e by ON dag: adle toy 6 


he poin My the blade, white 1 c ducing, 
| Gmetimes hitches upon the ear of the child, 
„ uires 2 hittle elevation, which 
| 5 oY 1 given by raifing the handle; but when it 
ER has aps the aar, and 10 bee, the ar 


EE: 7 BY: houlc Pager hang Sins, ru. us an 
opportunity of diſcovering the cauſe of the 
- gpbſtacle, which we muſt never ſtrive to oyer- 
dcdome with violence, When he [firſt blade 1 
properly introduced, it muſt be held ſteadily = 
in its place by prefling the handle towards mw 


—- paves, and it will be a guide i in the introduo- 
An a ic CO blade, 7 1 . 

: Let 

” 5 Wer 
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i to tie the handles together, with ſu 


hid 1; a8 a lch = as you can reoklye Then 
nd blade of the forceps by the 
handle, in the right hand, and, conveying the 
point beraten the ee pla ced F within the 
the — with the previgdions: be- 
ntioned, fo far that the lock ſhall touch 

| terior edge of the perinæum, or even 
dw preſs it a little backwards. In order to „ 
the two blades thus introduced, that which 
was placed towards the puber muſt be flowly _ 
withdrawn, and carried fo far backwatds, | 
that it can be locked with the ſecond blade | 
retained in its firft poſition: and care muſt be 
taken that nothing be entangled in the lock 
py paſling the finger round it. When the 
Forceps are locked, it will be found convenient 


firmneſs to prevent. them from ſliding or 
8 changing their pofitio -\ when they are not 
| Lion in * Hand, bur not in ſuch a manner 


1 


aan co 2 


2 


2 


3 . 


TY great diſtance from eac 
probably ſlip, or there 


16 


3 though al 
ein the ſize of the 


{ would 1 8 


55 Aren. But if a caſe be proper for 
if they be well applied, and we were to act 
flowly with them, there would not be much 
1 dear of fai ure or diſappointment. 
| The difficulty of applying the fonceps is 
| nbd eee WHY by attemptin ag to apply 
them too ſoon, or by 
direction; or by entangling the ſoft parts of 
tze mother between the inſtrument and th 
. of the child. e yo” ; 2 Y 
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on TAE ACTION, ru a. beben, 


ers 1 Re 
ay Was 8 5 that the forceps 


© when applied and fixed upon the head fa: 
> child, mi ight be confidered 3 as. A wean 


A MoS. 


5 with cither of the parts. of which it was com- | 
poſed; 'or of a conjunẽt action, as if the two 
parts formed one inſtrument. The ſeparate 
action with either part will be on the princi- 
1 ple of the lever; but that with both the blades 
will be ſimple traction. | Vet 1 in. praQtice we 
ſhall find very few caſes ; in which it will not 
be neceffary to exerciſe or to combine both 
. theſe kinds of action. i ED, 
"0h it is the intention, when the : forceps a are | 
uſed, to ſupply with them the total want or 
inſufficiency of the natural pains of labour, 
the whole power or force which the inſtru- 
ment enables us to uſe, ought not to be ex- 
| erted in the firſt inſtance, but ſuch a degree | 
as any individual caſe 25 require; firſt try- 
ing a moderate degree of force, and increaſing ; 
it t ſlowly and deliberately, according to the 


e . 55 5 exigence 
— 
* * 
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rende 9 EY . Böen the SY | 


- ment may not be great, and the point of ob- 


ſſtruction may exiſt only at one part; and that 
-. being ſurmounted by one, or 4 few actions 
with the inſtrument, there would be no cauſe 
N acting any more. In ſome caſes alſo, 

tough the pains had entirely ceaſed, they 
vin return with force ſufficient to expel the 
1a child, from the ircitation made by the mere 


a application of the inſtrument. But when the 


forceps have been applied, they ſhould not be 

removed before the head is expelled, Jeſt the 

pains ſhould ceaſe, and we ſhould be obliged * 

10 apply them again, = 

The effects of the forceps, or a oat : 

| quences which reſult. from their action, are 
theſe; compreſſion of the head, deſcent of the 

head, inclination of the face to the hollow of- - 
the facrum, extraction of the head. As the 
15 5 deſcent of the head precedes the inclin- | 
| ation o the face to the dae of the ; 


ſacrum, it would be improper to attempt 


to change the poſition of the head before it 
has deſcended, and it is afterwards unneceſ- 
1 5 ſary; becauſe if the action With the forceps . 
be flow, and, according to the direction of the 
handles, the poſition of the head becomes al- 
85 * in proportion to its > deſcent, without 


| Hs 


„ to, ; or jult aki the inte na 3 2 | 
- a ey can have no ſupport back- 


1 the little which is afforded by 


* ſoft: ene The firſt action with them 


ſhould therefore be made by bringin g the 


5 handles, graſped firmly i in one or both hands 8 
5 vent the inſtrument from playing upon 
the head of the child, ſlowly, towards the 


"hi l 


_ pubes, till they come to a full reſt. Having 


waited a ſhort interval with them i in that ſitu- 
ation, the handles muſt be carried back in the 


me flow but ſteady manner to the perinæum, 


exerting, as they are carried back, a certain 
degree of extracting force; and after waiting 


another interval, they are again to be carried 
towards the puber, according to the direction 


of the handles. Throughout the operation, 
eſpecially the firſt part, the action of that 
1 blade of the forceps originally applied towards 
the pubes, muſt be ſtronger and more exten- 

ſive than the action with the other blade, this 


5 having no ſulrrum to ſupport it, and chiefly 
ene the "_ of regulating the Walen 
e N „ with 


i 


_— 


—— 


ciency of the pains, but to im itate als abe 


- manner in which they return. e od 
By a few repetitions 'of this aan nate action 
ah Teſt before deſcribed, we ſhall ſoon be 
Addis of the deſcent of the head; and it will 
be proper to examine very frequently, to kno „ 
' the progreſs made, that we may not uſe more 
force than needful; nor go on with more haſte 
than may be expedient | or fafe; In every caſe 
wie ought to proceed flowly and circumſpectly, | 
not 1056 ting that a ſmall degree of force, 
cen for a long time, will in general be 2 


7 equivalent to a greater force haſtily exerted, 


and with infinitely leſs detriment either to the 
mother or child. But after ſome time, ſhould 
we not perceive the head to deſcend, the force 
kickerts uſed muſt be increaſed, till it wk 


- ficient to 0\ ercome = Ines to Fm _. 


vary of the patient. 
It was: before obſerved, * hs owt of WY 


th ld de ſcended, that at the face. would be ac- 


„„ 85 „  condingly. 
1 
= : 


. "bf 3 
ee turned towards YE hollow! of th 
Ke hg La nl ah lid afſtance-on SY = 
7 Z he eee DT abu — bh we / ; 
ought to act N — yak OUS 


= = IS 2 in their pins will equire a 0 
1 . _ ently directed action, becauſe the handles 
+ ſhouldever be antagoniſts to each other. In 

proportion alſo to the deſcent of the head, the 
handles of the forceps ſhould approach nearer 
to the pubes; ſo that in the beginning of the 
operation, though we acted in the direction of 
che cavity of the pelvis, towards the conclu- 
ſion we. ſhould act in that of the vagina. 

When we feel that we have the command of 
the head by its being cleared of the peſurs, and 
the external parts begin. to be diſtended, We 
"ought to act yet more ſlowly, eſpecially in the 
"caſe of a firſt child, or there would be great 
danger of a laceration of the ſoft parts; and 
this can only be prevented by acting very de- 
 liberately, and in the direction of the vagina; 
by giving the parts time to diſtend; by duly 
ſupporting the perinæum, which is the part 
ee in N with the n of the io 4 
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** have befare could 


ee a ee inclin i ing: 
rum. But they may be equally. 


\ „ 
towards the 


neceflary in other poſitions of the head, that 
: eſpecially which is in the next place wan 
frequent, when the face is inclined towards 
: pubes. This ſition is diſcoverable by 
| greater fontanel in a common examination, 
by the direction of the car, often by feel- 
ing diſtinctly the features of the face tendi 
towards the /ymphyſise r. 
5 It was before obſerved TH it - this poſition, 
| of the head only conſtituted a variety of na- 
tural labours, as far as poſition was concerned 
; in the een 2 19 are not, pins * 
| ba 5 
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Ca 
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"of * * 
e child, but by the neceſſity * any caſe, 

d by the abſolute inability: of the mother 5 
8 ans the child. Should ſuch mie 
exiſt with this poſition 'of the head,” the 
A CER. pr ara to be eee Bahn 
deſeribed, over the ears of the child. 19 5 
when 3 are applied we e muſt os with ther ow 


in this poſition of 


arious But if 


parts, there will 805 eee \greater/ dr. iger 
_ ofa ben on, if we are ever whey much u apo” 


{hide over the perinæum, which will v. ve. 
increaſe the diſtention, and Proc i 


as if the arch of the % e was « foo TR 
fall 110 receive the hea« of the child. 8 e 2 
x Phe ſameobſervationsare alſo genera y true 

Shen the face of the child preſents; or wWhenz 
| toguther-with the head, there are one or both 
8 A e 2 caſes there wagt 


ot i * 7 . 
4 A ** for, and a AAR in, uſing the 
1 the operation with them would nei- _ 
ther be ſo certain or _y, 1 in the met * 
the head firſt ſtated. 

In labours SET BY with At, or | 
dangerous hemorrhage ; 3 or when from a : 
other urgent caule it may be neceſfaty t. 0 
| haſten the delivery of the patient, to free ker 0 


from immediate danger, ſhould the forceps Dn 


be uſed, the general rules will be ſufficient .- 
gui le us, varying and ſuiting our cond = 
the exigence of any particular caſe, DI. 


_ Laſtly, when there are ſig Ins of imminent 
' Gan ger, however averſe we may be to the 
uſe of inſtruments, we may be induced to try 
the forceps, though a caſe might not be al. 
| together. ſuch, as we might chooſe for their 
application "6 merely to take an indifferent 5 
chance of ſaving the life of a child, which 1 
muſt otherwiſe be inevitably loſt. In ſuch 

| caſes, we mult. advert 1 

ciple, and make our attempts in a manner 
7 conſiſtent with the ſafety of the parent; - and, 5 
from motives of prudence, prepare the friends ES 
for that diſappointment 11 h it may not be 
1 in our e to nt: 5 3 5 
5 e r | 
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TE is an inſtrument conſiſting of one 
1 blade, flig ity, « curved, and a handle, — - 
2 in form to one of the ; blades of the forceps. 3 
. The true origin of this inſtrument, * 
9 when it Was firſt diſcovered, is not 
known; 7Þ but before any. accounts of the 
7 - ſome: difficult caſes 
. were recorded, in — women had been 
delivered with one blade of the forceps, wh: ich 
might then be well conſidered as a beck, 
though not called by that name. But when 
only one blade of the forceps had been uſed, - 
the operation, was mentioned as ſomething g 
extraordinary, to thew perhaps the * 
ment or {kill of the perſon Who performed * 
and not as leading to a rule of Practice. Jt 3 is 
probable that the inſtrument uſed. by the 
Chamberlens in the laſt century was ; the ell; "I 
but this is conjecture, for, after much i inquiry, 
-h have not been able to difeover that any of 
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the inſtrument which the 


| others what he taught them. 


left ck d Ne 1 Ueleriptids: E 5 
they uſed. In the 
ſecond volume of He: ifter's Surgery there is a 
delineation of: a true vecłis, recommended to 8 
him by 'Palſyn, a ſurgeon of eminenc | 
Oben; but neither this inſtrument nor its ph 
Jeription' engaged mut ch attention, nor W 
the becker generally" kn Vn before the year 5 


1750. Fer though it had been uſed before 
5 chat time by Rhonhuyſen, a ſurgeon at Am- 


after whoſe: name it has been ſince: 


called, it was teſerved by him with great f 


ſecreſy, to his own credit and advantage; 


and, after his death, it became the p property 


of His only daughter, from whom it was pur- 
chifed' by De Bruyn, an eminent ſurgeon of 
tlie ſame place. It appears that De Bruyn 
concealed: the ſecret with as much caution as 
Rhonhuyſen ; or that he iriſtruc ; 
_ the uſe of the vedtis'at a cds e price, : 
and with an obligation not to divulge to 
The names of 
other gentlemen. who changed N 
the ihffturnent ſoon N known; and, 
annexed to a paper Written ori this ſubject by 
the celebrated profeſſor Camper, i in the fifteenth. 
volume of the Memoirs of the Royal Academy 
; NE AE 


9 


— 


— 


. Doo get nar <a he gh i <v— 


— . — RE 


— SD — . —U—ä—j ev 


he — — — 4p 


— — 
oy * 


— 


——U—— —— — — — 
— * — 


* — — 


— 


re 


— 
— 


—— 


—— —— 2 — 


— — 


— — — 


—— 


‚¶—UUU P ᷣ—ß— — 2 —- 2 


—— 


1. 
34 
[| 


te — url 1 4 
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zougt ns ays he 3 
man; but, When it was divulged,- -and the 
be and comparative merits. of the ves 
it retained its, credit. __ 
nation, in the opinion of many competen 
dges, in. different parts of Europe. 

Wben the vectkis was very Wich Ta 
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ceps. 1 thoſe | "gentlemen fo TA D 


John . athen, a man of great ingenuity IP : 
moſt pleaſing manners, who reduced the ſize 
of the veclic, and frequently uſed it with a 
| dexterity that has aſfonithed n me. In the year 
1737. that moſt excellent charity for dchver- 
ing poor women at their own habitations was 
5 and Dr. John Ford was the firſt 


e eee te conduits On every 


occaſion which required inſtruments ef this | 
bend Dr; Ford uſed the veclis; and his coad- 
jutors aud ſueceſſors, Drs. Ciaper, - Cen, 
hen, and Sqwite, With 


others; have followed his 


tlemen; who hade dt all times ex preſfel their 


_approbatiotr of the vrris ini preference to the 
forceps mamy have been indy 
_ tb the general opinion of its utility hab in- 
ed creaſed.” - £ na the preſent tines: att Who dre 
engaged in the W of: TY would 
ro bf 1g: Erb conſider 


ed: to try it, | i 
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3 5 firſt vecus of een had day know. „ 
8 vis was that of Pan before mentioned. 
der Pol was made public in a pamphlet | 
written in the Dutch language. In the ac- 
oY by Camper, there appears to be 
i length, manner, Es 
1 1 85 e of curvature of the vec les uin by, 
li 5 De Bruyn, Boom, and 77 ng. 
ower of the inſtrument was Eee ee 5 5 
Pip | 25 * 3 5 8 
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ferred to thoſe recor a 2 de 8 ſurgeons 


ee. The vedic taſed by B ee 


ne the mne Kita; int — 


the handle and blade; and that of ths. 


athen was like Palfyn's} but with a flat 
handle, and a hook at the ektremity of the 

le, which prevented its ſlipping through 
the hand; and might be occaſionally uſed: a8 
crotchet. Many other changes have b 


made in th e conſtruction of the inſtrument, but 
the ve ci uſed by the gentlemen of the cha- 


_- before” nentic ned © is R the ; fol O\ 


ind a half. 
The length of the WONT VO" it is euren, 


The length of the Va Et / when curved, is 
tix Maher an 3 half” , . 


The wideſt part of Wa blade i 15 We) inch 
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and threes: quarters. | e 115 11117 Ann 
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The hacdls i is fixed i in wood. 4 


Gern ene fit howu int this 250 
v-doleribed: by Heiler was pre- 


55 The ebene length of itn be- 
fore it is curved, is twelve inches 


_ of the voce is fix ounces. and 
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ee and een anſites thts. pur⸗ 
1 without then trouble. of intredueing the 
ade as L Have often Eiperieneed:- || 
With reſpect to dhe part of the blade of the 
menen oifght to be ved chad this « 3 - 


| of Ang. | With 2 mall degieh of owrvaturs, | 
ner onghn _ the blade, the instrument 

may be moſt calily introduced, nor dan 

5 * of ctirvature required; on 5 

ple, de very great... But if, A 

the power of the lever 4 we aim at acquir 

much extracting —＋ the curyature ſhould 


be fomew hat incredſet; becauſe the two cen 
tres, on which the forte uſet would: reft, 
would be at thoſe. parts of the head on which ' 
the inſtrument might bear, and the dard/on 
{which it would reſt, whether che fades of the 


elvis or the A8 of the e operator. NM 
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Pn more ane, reventing: all 
the inconveniences which might. ari 

_t e difference of cu yature, Dr. of 
2 Edinburgh, , contrived A 7 20 which. he hoy 5 
fancifully called the living lever... When this . 
is at reſt it is quite ſtraight; but while it is 


a introducing, by turning a ſcrew in the handl 


the blade is made in ſuch a manner as to ol 


bend gradually forwards as the inſtrument 
is advanced, ſo that the extremity of the blade 
is always kept cloſe to the head of the child, 
of whatever dimenſions that may be. There 


* * 
N * 


mite ingenuity in dhe conttivance; but 
of the effect in practice Ie nnot ſpeak, Having 
never tried this inſtrument. But a gentle- 
man informed me that, in a trial he made, | 
| the chain, on which the niechaniſn” chiefly | 

depends, broke, and he was obliged te . e 
the operation with a comtnorr bein = 
Io leffen the preffure made by the ure. 
; wines when in action, upon the par 


mother, on which it might bear, ſorne perſd 


contrived two Holes on Aa part of t 


e blade, 
near the handle, through which 4 ſtrong 
 ribband or tape was to be paffed, which deing 
= Wards tied and 21 721 . When e 

N inltrument 
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| HE. general principle of pra | lice, that the ; 
Inttrur it is to e allowed, except + . 


es of abſolute neceſſity, ought. not to be —_ 
r. becauſe we entertain a high o 
rument, or becauſe v we 5 e may. have 
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Ve ue * any hn vi 1 | be. ſhewn by ; its : 
efficacy.,to anſwer; the purpoſ e for which it 

j 1 be uſed, and by the convenience with 

i es tbh | 
A : „ 


of the 1578 King queſtions. 5 


ay 7 
Which it can be ont, when its uſt; * 
eee 5 ee ee 


There bal berg mch vitha diſpute among 


" lol who vindicated. the ſuperiority” of the 
vedis to the forceps, and thoſe Who maintain- 
= the long eſtabliſned credit of the Forceps 
_ againſt the encroachments 6f the veckir: but 


the compariſon” between the two inſtruments 


4 ry & £ 


bas never been brought Sing to 4 —— 


2 St 
51 : i 
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1 it  poſlible 4; bret A. REAR faf TY va 


| with the 4 , 


"I" I; poſſible to Aeliwer a woman, ich, : 
with the vedrs, in any caſe. not r 


with the forceps ? ? 


We may take it for . that matiy 
4 occur in practice, i in which either of theſe 


inſtruments may be uſed indiſcriminately, 
with equal fafety, advantage, and eaſe, al- 
lowing for the dexterity which may be 
acquired by the habit of uſing either inſtru- 


ment. But I do not recollect that thoſe who. 


= have preferred the forcepy have aſſerted" that 


they could deliver a woman, in any caſe of 


difficulty not manageable with the vers; and, 


as hy as my ho aan enables me to judge; 
5 IS lem” 


6 FY * 
Hs FEA in favour of the FR A 0 
| 75 not be ſupported. The debate on this poi 'S 
| of. the queſtion. has not turned. upon the | 
ſuperior N y, but upon the gr er ſafety „„ 
aud f lity, with which the, farceps might be ==” 
uſed... L have not heard of any caſe. in which, 
after being foiled with the ves, the operate 
was able to ſacceed with the forceps 3, though = - 
it 1s; worthy of notice, that thoſe, who are 
accuſtomed ta the uſe of the farceps only, z 
think themſelves at liberty to depreciate the 
_ veſts and thoſe who do NU. uſe them, ſpeak 3 
| af the farceps in terms bordering, on Fan: 
„ é | 
With reſpect to. 1 pt we wo 
will take the facts, and relinquiſh the argu= 
ments, uſed by thoſe who have preferred the 
veckis ta the forceps; which I allow ſometimes - 
to have been extravagant. If any confidence 
is to be placed in medical reports, it appears 
=D} that many caſes have occurred i in which, after 
©  - the introduction of the firſt blade of the 
farceps, it has been extremely difficult, or im- 
1 rated without the hazard of miſehief, to 
e ſecond blade, and r 


„ Te appears | 
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- ai that before. the head of tha. child has 

been ſo low down. as was ſtated te be eligible 

| far wang the fares. that the vediie hes ſame-; 

: plicd, and, fafcly aud. eß· 

fectually beg 8 the. neceflity- of fome 

particular caſe required it. When the head 

of a child has been locked in the elvis, the - 
ſame neceſſity exiſting, when there was not 
8 ſpace ſufficient to admit the two blades, or 
more force perhaps been required than the 
forceps enabled us to exert, and we ſhould 
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head, it has been feaſible to apply the vechit, 

and the patient has been fafely delivered, with , 
4 Probable chanee of Preſerving the life of | 
De child; Moreover, in alt the- deviations | 
190 Rom that Poſition of the head, which is moſh 5 | 
natural, as when it is turned with'the face to- ? 
| 


Wards the pubes, or when the face preſents, in 
which it is allowed that the forceps cannot be 

uſed with advantage or certainty; in all ſuch 
; caſes, the veclis may be applied and uſed il 
both with ſafety and efficacy. From this 3 | 

ſtatement it may be preſumed, that the ver, 

-Þ prudently uſed, is, in every: caſe, an equally, - 0 
ſafe and efficacious inſtrument with. Z 
forceps, and a better | adapted inſtrument I : 
many | 
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- By the firſt accounts it appears. that the 
; OY was recommended, not only in ſuch 
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caſes as were thought fit and ſuitable for the, 


| ſhort, aſſerted, that no other aſſiſtance could, 


in any caſe, be required, 
we were enabled to give with the veclis. But 


beyond that — 


if thoſe accounts were allowed to be true, 


they would prove the miſerable ftatec ofthe prin - 
8 and practice of midwifery at the tin 
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ne, 
and in the country in which they were written, 
in much ſtronger terms than they would de- 
e the excellence of the inſtrument. 
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forceps, | but to ſuperſede the neceſñity of 5 
leſſening the head of the ch i 
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op 3g ht] 


The geheral condition and circurnf mſtancoh 
of labours before ſtated, as: equiring the uſe | 
>f ith > forceps, will hold good, and with equal 
propriety, when the bec vis is intended to be 
uſed; and the rules already given for the 
force will ſhorten what we have occaſion 
to ſay reſpecting the manner of uſing the 
vel. For though this inſtrument might 
be uſed when the head of the child was high 
in the pelvit, or even when that was firmly To 
locked in the pthois, in caſes of great emer- 
gency, ſucceſs in the management of ſuch 
caſes depending upon much previous knows. 
| ledge and experience with the inſtrument, 1 | 
dare not attempt to form a preciſe rule for the 
extent of our conduct with the ves.) But 
when, without regard to the facility with which 
che vers may be introduced, or any other con- 
fideration except the neceſſity | of the caſe, , 
under the circumſtances before ſtated, - we 
have determined upon uſing this inſtrument, 5 
the patient being placed i in the ſame ſituation, 
; ee thing prepared as when the forceps 
are to be d, the operation is to be „ a 
brmed! in the following manner: 057 097, 
Paſs two fingers, or the fore finger of the : 
© right hand, to the ear of the child, and, in- 
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